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PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

Second  Convention  of  the  Anti- Jap -Laundry  League 


VAN   NESS  HALL,  222  VAN  NESS  AVENUE 

San    Francisco,    May   9,    1909. 
FORENOON    SESSION. 

The  Second  Convention  of  the  Anti-Jap  Laundry  League  was  called  to 
order  at  10:55  a.  m.  by  General  President  Hugh  F.  McMahon  at  the  above 
date  and  place.     General  President  McMahon  said: 

"Delegates,  Friends,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen:  It  affords  me  great  pleas- 
ure at  this  time  to  call  to  order  the  Second  Convention  of  the  Anti-Jap 
Laundry  League  of  the  Pacific  Coast,  which,  in  its  few  brief  months  of  exist- 
ence, has  created  a  profound  impression  on  the  business  world,  not  only  in 
California,  but  all  over  the  country.  The  progress  that  has  thus  far  been 
obtained  has  exceeded  our  most  sanguine  expectations,  but  in  order  to  pre- 
serve our  industries  from  the  unequal  competition  of  the  Oriental,  we  must 
redouble  our  efforts  both  from  a  moral  and  a  financial  standpoint  before  we 
may  hope  to  reach  the  goal  that  we  have  started  for. 

"It  is  with  further  pleasure  that  I  welcome  you,  delegates  and  friends, 
and  hope  that  our  deliberations  this  day  will  result  in  much  good,  nut  only 
to  our  particular  interest,  but  to  every  other  interest  that  feels  the  competi 
tion  of  this  cheap,  unassimilable  coolie  labor  of  the  Orient." 

REPORT    OF   COMMITTEE    ON   CREDENTIALS. 

To  the  Second  Convention,  Anti-Jap  Laundry  League  of  the   Pacific  Coast: 

Pursuant  to  instructions,  your  committee  have  examined  all  credentials, 
and  have  the  honor  to  recommend  that  the  delegates  be  seated. 

On  motion,  the  report  as  submitted  by  the  Committee  on  Credential- 
was   received  and   adopted   by  the   Convention. 

Among  those  present  at  the  morning  session   were: 

OAKLAND— Thos.  Foster.  Geo.  W.  Blethen,  15.  1..  Merrick.  J.  Waldie, 
H.  A.  Ougertt,  F.  F.  Connors. 

OXNARD— Roy  F.   Hoffman. 

RENO— C.  N.  White. 

REDWOOD  CITY— F.  Raynal. 

SACRAMENTO— Jas.  Chironi,  Harry  Dubecker,  W.  Warner. 

SAN  JOSE— H.  A.  McKenna,  J.  F.   Madden. 

SAN  RAFAEL— A.  S.  Edwards,  L.  L.   Remy,  D.   F.   Foley. 

SAUSALITO— M.   Elliott. 

VALLEJO— J.   V   Moran. 

SAN    FRANCISCO— T.    S.    Williams.    W.    J.    Garrick,    S      \     Rdey,    <■ 
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Maklin,  C.  Mygind,  B.  B.  Holbert,  H.  H.  McCallum,  L.  M.  Williams,  B. 
Levy,  C.  Sorenson,  W.  Gruver,  Jas.  F.  Casey,  H.  F.  McMahon,  E.  Christen- 
sen,  B.  Schoenberg,  P.  W.  Mangold,  A.  S.  Neal,  P.  S.  Parker,  C.  Parmer,  F. 
W.  Center,  F.  J.  Hurbsch,  J.  T.  Fitzgerald,  B.  O'Sullivan,  R.  C.  Hurst,  Jos. 
Corbett,  M.  Blum,  P.  L.  Peterson,  F.  W.  Francis,  J.  Jordan,  H.  Lamayson, 
Chas.  Forbes,  J.  L.  Armstrong,  C.  E.  Parker,  M.  A.  Harder,  J.  F.  Springer, 
F.  F.  O'Connor,  O.  Anderson,  R.  J.  Sulsberg,  A.  E.  Yoell,  T.  R.  Angove, 
D.  J.  Gorman,  G.    Krimphoff. 

ORDER    OF    BUSINESS. 

The  following  order  of  business  was,  by  motion,  adopted:  Roll  call  of 
officers  and  standing  committees,  appointment  of  temporary  officers  to  fill 
vacancies,  appointment  of  temporary  credential  committee,  reports  of  offi- 
cers, election  of  officers,  appointment  of  the  following  committees:  Finance, 
Credentials,  Press,  Trade  Relations  and  Resolutions;  reports  of  leagues,  re- 
ports  from   interior  delegates,  introduction   of  resolutions. 

COMMITTEES   ANNOUNCED. 

President    H.   F.   McMahon   announced   the   following  committees: 

Finance — J.  J.  Remy,  San  Rafael;  J.  V.  Moran,  Vallejo;  W.  Warner, 
Sacramento;  O.  Anderson,  San  Francisco;  Frank  Miller,  Redwood  City,  and 
B.   L.   Herrick,  Oakland. 

ResAlutions — Chas.  Dowling,  San  Francisco;  H.  A.  McKenna,  San  Jose. 

Credentials — C.  Sorensen,  San  Francisco;  A.  S.  Edwards,  San  Rafael;  H. 
Dubecker,  Sacramento. 

Press — A.  E.  Yoell,  San  Francisco;  T.  R.  Angove,  San  Francisco,  and 
Carrie   Palmer,  San   Francisco. 

Trade  Relations — Jas.  Jordan,  San  Francisco;  Daniel  Gorman,  San  Fran- 
cisco; C.   M.  White,  Reno,  Nevada,  and  Roy  Hoffman  of  Oxnard,  Cal. 

The  chair  instructed  all  committees  to  immediately  get  to  work  and 
have   in    readiness   their   reports   at   their   ealiest    convenience. 

REPORT  OF  GENERAL  PRESIDENT  H.  F.  McMAHON. 

Delegates  and   Friends,   Ladies  and   Gentlemen: 

We  are  once  again  assembled  to  perform  those  important  duties  which 
devolve  upon  us,  not  only  as  American  citizens,  but  as  members  of  the  great 
white  race,  in  our  relations  with  its  preservation  and  progress — the  duties 
imposed  upon  us  by  those  whom  we  represent,  which  not  only  affect  our  im- 
mediate conditions  but  surpass  the  sphere  of  personal  relations,  and  cast  upon 
us  the  work  of  formulating  measures  calculated  to  bring  into  a  stronger, 
more  comprehensive  and  more  enlightened  status  our  relations  with  each 
other  and  with  our  organizations. 

1  desire  to  point  out  a  few  things  as  I  have  observed  them,  and  believe 
they  will  aid  us  largely  in  a  successful  termination  of  our  movement.  In 
the  words  of  that  great  patriot,  Patrick  Henry,  "We  have  but  one  light  to 
guide  us — the  light  of  experience,"  and  remember  that  our  object  in  view 
is  the  protection  of  our  industry  from  the  incursions  of  the  Japanese.  We 
must  cast  aside  personal  grievances  and  look  upon  this  great  movement 
from  a  broad  viewpoint,  and  put  our  shoulders  to  the  wheel  and  do  all  in  our 
individual  power  to  eliminate  the  Japanese  from  our  field  of  industry. 

During  the  seven  months  which  have  elapsed  since  our  last  meeting,  I 
regret  to  say  that  one  league,  which  was  started  under  fair  and  encouraging 
auspices,  has  left  our  ranks,  that  organization  seemingly  being  unable  to 
bury  its  personal  grievances  and  self-aggrandizement  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
duties  which  devolve  upon  them,  namely,  the  protection  of  not  only  their 
own  industry,  but  the  comfort  of  those  who  are  dependent  upon  them.     Our 


movement  needs  fearless    strong,  cool  and  determined  men.     It  is  no  child's 
play    and   no  man   should   be  afraid  to  do  that  which  is  right 

I  offer  these  few  remarks  in  the  kindliest  spirit.     I  am  not  here  to  flat- 
ter anyone,  or  unduly  criticize  any  league,  but  there  are  some  leagues  who 


are 
to 


are  afraid  of  printers  ink.  and  fear  to  have  it  known  openly  that  they  a 
against  the  Japanese;  and  I  want  to  say  that  the  only  way  to  success  is 
extensively  publish  our  movement  and  arouse  a  healthy  public  opinion  which 
wdl  prove  to  the  people  of  our  country  the  necessity  of  protecting  oursdves 
from  Orienta  invasion.  Education  ,s  what  we  need-through  the  papers 
literature,  and  the  dissemination  of  our  circular  letters  to  those  who  do  not 
understand  the  question  as  we  do.  Every  white  man  is  ready  to  support 
his  brother.  A  large  number  of  those  who  patronize  Orientals  do  so  from 
ignorance,  or,  rather,  from  carelessness,  and  this  league  has  discovered  that- 
but  when  the  question  is  placed  directly  before  them,  and  the  danger  of  such 
support  pointed  out,  they  are  ready  to  discard  Japanese  labor  and  employ 
white.  '      ' 

Through  our  wide  publicity  we  have  now  placed  ourselves  in  a  position 
where  we  can  go  before  the  governing  bodies  of  the  city  with  assurance  of 
at  least  being  given  a  hearing.  Every  day  sees  us  stronger,  and  inasmuch 
as  our  strength  is  built  on  justice  and  fairness  to  ourselves  and  to  the  com- 
munity, we  can  back  our  petitions  by  a  demand  which  the  officials  must 
consider,  and  consider  well. 

The  members  of  this  League  have  very  wisely  refrained  from  joining 
any  political  party,  thereby  being  in  a  position  to  join  all  parties.  I  would 
recommend  that  an  Anti-Japanese  plank  be  inserted  in  the  platforms  of  all 
political  parties,  and  that  this  League  insist  upon  the  same,  so  that  we  may 
know  the  party  who  refuses  to  recognize  us  or  our  claims,  and  go  intelli- 
gently to  the  polls  and  cast  our  votes  accordingly. 

President  McMahon  also  called  attention  to  the  Japanese  laundry 
permit  was  turned  down  by  the  city  officials  on  account  of  the  protesl  of 
the  San  Francisco  League,  and  dwelt  on  the  legislators  who  had  pledged 
themselves  to  the  movement  and  traitorously  voted  against  their  constitu 
ents  in  the  recent  legislature;  he  admonished  the  members  to  remember 
these  gentlemen  at  the  polls  should  they  ever  again  aspire  for  office. 

The  remarks  of  the  President  were  received  with  liberal  applause. 

REPORT   OF  BUSINESS  SECRETARY   R.   C.   HURST. 

Mr.    President.    Delegates    to    the    Anti-Jap    Laundry    League    Convi 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

As  the  business  Secretary  of  the  San  Francisco  League,  it  has  been  my 
business  to  look  into  every  detail  of  the  work  assigned  to  me,  and  the  in- 
formation that  I  have  obtained,  if  I  were  to  report  everything,  would  con 
sume  so  much  of  your  valuable  time  that  I  shall  only  report  the  most  im- 
portant  things   that   have   happened   since   last   December. 

We  have  created  a  healthy  public  sentiment  toward  our  campaign,  and 
a  lively  interest  is  being  shown  by  outsiders  in  our  work.  We  have  sue 
ceeded  in  preventing  any  new  Japanese  concerns  from  entering  the  laundry 
business,  and  the  ones  now  existing  from  obtaining  a  boiler  or  engine  permit 
to  enable  them  to  better  compete  with  the  white   laundries. 

A   committee   has   for   several   months   been    endeavoring   to   interest   the 
various   improvement  clubs   throughout   the   city  in  our  campaign,   but    h 
found    this    a    very    difficult    matter,    since    the    clubs    decline    to    handle :   an) 
subject  that  they  consider  outside  the  purposes  of  their  organization.      How 
ever,   through   persistent   and   insistent   effort    we   have   secured   the   al 
and  interest  of  he  largest  and  most  influential  improvement  club  in  til 
the    Mission    Promotion    Association.      They    have    dvcul.A    to   call 
meeting  on  the  24th   of  this   month   and   give   our  cause   a    thorough    hear: 


There  is  no  doubt  that  the  other  improvement  clubs  will  now  fall  in  line, 
and  we   shall   eventually  have  the  support  of  all  of  them. 

Our  sphere  of  activity  is  broad  in  its  scope.  As  an  instance,  at  the  last 
session  of  the  State  Legislature,  when  the  Anti-Jap  bills  were  pending  before 
that  body,  our  League  got  busy  and  inaugurated  a  bureau  of  information 
and  endeavored  to  inject  more  ginger  into  the  backbones  of  our  State  law- 
makers. We  bombarded  them  through  communications  with  information 
on  the  subject,  and  our  efforts  upon  that  occasion  had  a  far-reaching  effect, 
to  the  extent  that  the  press  published  a  thorough  review  of  our  campaign 
and  it  was  copied  throughout  the  East.  This  aroused  public  interest  on 
the  subject  to  an  intense  degree.  Before  the  final  passage  on  these  bills, 
our  League  sent  a  delegation  to  Sacramento  in  conjunction  with  the  repre- 
sentatives from  the  Asiatic  Exclusion  League,  and  secured  the  data  on  those 
representatives  who  have  betrayed  our  interests.  We  have  even  gone  further 
in  our  endeavors  to  educate  the  people  of  the  East  on  the  evils  resulting 
from  Japanese  immigration  and  competition.  We  opened  up  a  protest  with 
the  manipulator  of  the  "Big  Stick"  and  most  courteously  but  firmly  expressed 
our  views  regarding  his  actions. 

It  was  brought  to  our  notice  that  a  number  of  Japanese  Laundry  Ads 
were  being  published  in  the  National  Theater  program,  and  with  the  view 
of  having  same  removed  we  communicated  with  the  publisher,  Mr.  W.  E. 
Valencia.  Our  arguments  presented  in  this  way  availed  us  nothing.  We 
then  communicated  with  each  individual  advertiser  in  said  program  asking 
them  to  write  Mr.  Valencia  to  the  effect  that  their  ad  would  be  withdrawn 
unless  those  of  the  Japanese  were  eliminated.  This  they  did,  and  as  a  result 
Mr.  Valencia  communicated  with  us  promising  to  remove  all  Jap  Ads  at  the 
expiration  of  their  contracts.  The  last  of  these  have  just  expired,  and  we 
have   reminded   him   of   his   promise. 

One  of  the  most  important  accomplishments  has  been  the  enlistment  of 
the  moral  support  of  practically  every  Union  man  and  woman  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  we  are  indebted  to  the  Building  Trades  and  the  Labor  Councils 
for  having  passed  resolutions  recommending  that  all  affiliated  unions  instruct 
their  members  not  to  patronize  Orientals  or  patrons  thereof.  In  re- 
sponse many  of  the  Unions  have  covered  the  recommendation  by  passing 
laws    punishable   by    fines. 

We  have  secured  the  support  of  the  San  Francisco  press.  With  pos- 
sibly one  exception,  every  paper  is  doing  much  in  supporting  the  move- 
ment by  giving  publicity  to  every  interesting  action  taken  by  us.  A  con- 
troversy arose  during  the  early  part  of  April  between  the  San  Francisco  Call 
and  our  League  through  a  misunderstanding  that  that  paper  had  with  the 
San  Francisco  laundry  proprietors,  but  I  am  glad  to  report  that  all  differ- 
ences have  been  amicably  settled  and  the  Call  is  now  one  of  our  staunchest 
supporters. 

We  have  on  two  occasions  successfully  prosecuted  the  Sunset  City  Laun- 
dry for  generating  steam  without  the  necessary  permit.  First  they  were 
fined  $50  for  violating  the  city  ordinance  and  are  before  the  court  for  a 
second  offense.  Their  attorney  endeavored  to  show  that  the  Japs  had  a  verbal 
permit  from  the  Board  of  Supervisors  allowing  them  to  generate  steam  to  the 
extent  of  25  pounds.  There  was  no  recollection  of  anything  of  the  kind  among 
the  members  of  the  Board,  and  as  the  Japs  had  admitted  having  run  their 
mangle,  and  we  produced  expert  testimony  showing  that  a  mangle  could  not 
be  operated  with  less  than  60  pounds  of  steam.  Police  Judge  Shortall  pre- 
siding, found  the  defendants  guilty.  This  laundry  has  again  applied  to  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  for  a  steam  boiler  permit,  but  through  agitation  and 
the  assistance  of  the  property  owners  in  that  neighborhood  we  have  thus 
far  succeeded  in  stopping  the  issuance  of  a  permit.  The  Mission  Promo- 
tion Association  has  also  filed  a  letter  of  protest  with  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors and  we  believe  the  petition  will  be  denied  this  time  as  it  has  been  in 
the  past.     Attorney  Barrett,  of  the  firm  of  McGuire  and  Barrett,  counsel  for 


the  Japs    has  notified  the   Fire  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Supervisor,  that 

will  make   this  a   test    case   it    the   permit  is   not   wanted  ff 

matter   will   be   appealed   to   the   Supreme   Court,  if  necessary 

It  is  fitting  and  proper  at  this  time  to  call  attention  to  the  action  of  L 
II.  Moise,  president  of  the  firm  of  Moise-Klinker,  whose  wffe  refused  n 
very  strong  terms  to  withdraw  her  patronage  from  a  Japanese  laundry  Mr 
Moise  has  evidently  sanctioned  her  actions,  not  having  answered  any  of  our 
communications.  Moise-Khnker  have  in  the  past  received  no  small  amoun 
of  patronage  from  the  laundries  in  San  Francisco,  and  it  is  useless  to  state 
what    their    future    attitude    toward    this   concern    will    be. 

It  is  impossible  at  the  present  to  ascertain  with  any  degree  of  accuracy 
the  amount  oi  damage  indicted  on  the  Japanese  through  our  efforts  although 
we  have  conclusive  proof  that  we  have  converted  a  large  majority  of  their 
patrons  to  whom  we  have  appealed.  The  best  proof  of  results  that  we  can 
produce  at  this  time  is  a  comparison  of  the  number  of  Jap  workmen  now 
employed  m  these  cheap  wash  houses  with  the  number  at  the  beginning  ,,f 
our  crusade. 

We  have  -ecured  the  co-operation  and  assistance  of  the  Asiatic  Exclusion 
.  they  are  furnishing  us  with   plenty  of  literature  and  data  with  which 
to   further   the   interest   of  our  campaign. 

Finances. 

The  finance-  of  the  League  are  in  a  very  health}-  condition,  and  with  hut 
few  exceptions  the  laundries  are  contributing  regularly.  The  Laundry 
workers  and  drivers  unions  are  each  furnishing  $100.00'  per  month.  The 
French   branch    is    -ending  a   substantial    and   increasing  revenue. 

The  work  of  the  League  has  grown  to  such  extent  that  it  was  necessary 
to  employ  a  permanent  secretary  as  it  was  a  physical  impossibility  for  our 
standing  Committees  to  do  justice  to  the  work  assigned  them  and  also  attend 
their  business  affairs.  These  committees,  however,  are  very  active  and  rue 
doing  much  in  keeping  up  interest  and  outlining  plans  of  campaign  to  the 
Business  Secretary.  '     (Signed)       R.  C.   HURST. 

Business    Secretary. 

The  Chair:  This,  delegate^,  includes  the  report  of  the  San  Francisco 
League,  and  we  will  now  call  upon  the  other  Leagues  to  render  their  report - 

REPORTS  OF  LEAGUES. 
Marin  County. 

Mr.    A.    S.    Edwards,    representing   the    Marin    County    Anti-Jap    Laundry 
League,  spoke  as  follows: 
Mr.    President.    Delegates,    Ladies   and    Gentlemen: 

The  Marin   County  Anti-Jap   Laundry  League  was  temporarily   organized 
in  December,  1908.  and  formally  ratified  by  the  laundrynun  in  January.   1909 
Its  membership  consists  of  all  the  white  laundry  interests  and  most  of  their 
employees   in   Marin   County.     At   the   time  of  their   organization    then 
two  Japanese  laundries  in  Marin  County,  located  in   the   City  oi   Sari 
and  doing  a   thriving   business.      Our  efforts   have   been   crowned    with    partial 
success,  and  we  have  succeeded  in  closing  one  of  these  laundries.      I  1" 
however,    still    remains,    and    is    making    stubborn    resistance    to    our   eff°rts 
Within  the  past  month  another  Japanese  laundry   has  started  in   Mill   Valley, 
and  the  attention  of  our  sympathizers  in   that   locality   has  been  directed   t< 
wards  it. 

With  a  membership  of  less  than   10(1.  we  feel  highly  -ratified  .it   what   hi 
already  been  accomplished,  hut  our  income  is  inadequate  to  oppose  our  com- 
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petitors  as  we  should;  however,  our  efforts  thus  far  have  been  very  success- 
ful. 

We  have  placarded  the  town  at  intervals  with  such  stickers  as  "Fire  the 
Jap,"  which  has  proven  to  be  a  very  popular  idea,  as  the  small  boy.  by  means 
of  chalk,  has  followed  the  example  of  his  elders  in  many  instances,  writing 
similar  inscriptions  on  bill  boards,  vacant  buildings,  etc. 

Our  greatest  effort  during  our  campaign,  we  believe,  rewarded  us  with 
the  greatest  results.  I  refer  to  the  mass  meeting  held  in  the  City  of  San 
Rafael  on  April  25th  of  this  year.  On  that  day  in  Armory  Hall,  one  of  the 
largest  gatherings  ever  seen  in  Marin  County  occurred.  The  meeting  was 
called  for  the  purpose  of  protesting  against  the  encroachments  of  Asiatics 
upon  the  business  interests  of  the  white  race,  and  nearly  every  business  firm 
in  San  Rafael  and  surrounding  towns  was  represented,  the  ladies  of  our  com- 
munity being  very  much  in  evidence.  I  had  the  honor  to  conduct  that  meet- 
ing, which  was  held  under  the  auspices  of  your  League  in  Marin  County, 
and  in  behalf  of  that  organization  I  desire  to  extend  our  sincere  apprecia- 
tion and  thanks  to  the  San  Francisco  League,  its  President,  Mr.  H.  F.  Mc- 
Mahon,  Mr.  Yoell,  the  Secretary  of  the  Asiatic  Exclusion  League,  Mr.  Ben- 
ham  and  Ex-Senator  Frank  McGowan.  It  is  but  meet,  and  proper  that  I 
should  touch  upon  the  good  things  and  the  impression  that  these  gentlemen 
conveyed  to  the  residents  of  Marin  County.  Mr.  Benham,  who  immediately 
got  in  touch  with  the  vast  audience,  as  was  evidenced  by  their  frequent  ap- 
plause, soon  went  to  the  very  bottom  of  Orientalism  and  its  evil  influence 
upon  American  business  interests.  The  gentleman  covered  the  subject  thor- 
oughly from  start  to  finish,  and  when  he  sat  down  amid  applause  that  could 
be  heard  for  blocks  away,  I  can  say,  without  any  hesitancy,  that  everyone 
in  that  great  gathering  was  of  one  opinion — to  exclude  the  Jap — as  well  as 
the   Chinese,   from   this   country. 

Your  President,  Mr.  McMahon,  made  a  fervent  appeal  to  the  people,  re- 
questing them  to  stop  patronizing  the  Jap  and  stop  employing  him,  thereby 
peacefully  driving  him  out  of  the  country,  instead  of  eventually  becoming 
involved  in  a  great  war.  In  dealing  with  the  situation  in  Hawaii.  Mr.  Mc- 
Mahon pointed  to  the  alarming  conditions  that  actually  exist  to-day  in  Cali- 
fornia, and  stated  that  a  movement  was  now  on  foot  to  eventually  boycott 
all  white  business  concerns  and  professional  men  who  persist  in  patronizing 
the  Japanese  after  having  been  asked  to  desist.  Mr.  McMahon  was  loudly 
cheered. 

When  Senator  McGowan  was  introduced  and  began  his  address,  he 
started  out  very  slowly  and  cautiously,  calling  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
question  was  a  very  serious  matter  to  consider — the  exclusion  of  the  Japanese 
people.  It  was  a  very  short  time  thereafter  when  Mr.  McGowan  attacked 
the  Asiatic  in  a  most  eloquent  manner,  and  the  hundreds  of  people  in  that 
audience  fairly  went  wild  in  their  cheers  of  approval,  and  at  many  times 
he  brought  tears  to  the  eyes  of  his  listeners.  It  is  with  great  pleasure  that 
I   quote  from   Mr.   McGowan's  speech   the  following: 

"If  war  with  Japan  is  inevitable,  as  much  as  I  am  opposed  to  war,  as 
rruch  as  I  revere  that  flag,  as  much  as  I  love  my  family  and  my  country,  I 
would  rather  see  that  emblem  of  freedom  trampled  in  the  dust  and  go  down 
to  my  death  fighting  a  free  man,  than  to  live  as  a  subject  of  the  Mikado." 

Mr.  President  and  friends,  I  want  to  say  that  the  local  press  has  always 
been  very  friendly  to  our  movement  since  we  started,  and  the  meeting  of 
to-day  was  extensively  advertised  in  our  San  Rafael  papers.  This  has  created 
much  interest,  particularly  among  our  business  men.  and  more  especially  so 
with  the  saloon  men  of  our  vicinity.  While  as  yet  we  have  not  made  any 
direct  appeal  to  our  saloon  men  they  all  seem  to  fear  a  boycott  or  some  other 
terrible  fate  and  many  of  them  have  discontinued  patronizing  even  John 
Chinaman. 

We  intend  to  take  up  our  work  with  the  organized  labor  bodies  of  our 
community,   requesting   them   to   act   in   concert   with   us   to   studiously   avoid 


patronizing  all  business  and  professional  people  who  employ  or  patronize 
Orientals,  and  should  this  proposition  come  about,  we  would  then,  beyond 
a  question  of  a   doubt,  see  the  first  signs  of  an  approaching  victory. 

At  the  request  of  the  President  of  our  League,  the  City  Trustees  last 
Monday  night  instructed  the  City  Sanitary  Inspector  to  inspect  all  public 
laundries  and  report  at  their  next  regular  meeting,  May  10th.  It  was  also 
the  opinion  of  the  President  that  all  laundries  should  be  floored  with  sanitary 
concrete  floors  in  their  wash  houses.  In  reference  to  this  action  one  of  our 
local    papers   comments  as   follow-: 

ALL  PUBLIC  LAUNDRIES  TO  UNDERGO  INSPECTION. 
Must  Be  Made  Sanitary  Is  Order  of  Trustees. 

"At  their  regular  meeting  Monday  night  the  city  trustees,  on  motion 
of  Trustee  Begley,  instructed  the  health  officer  to  inspect  every  public  laun- 
dry in  San  Rafael.  Trustee  Begley  stated  that  all  public  laundries  should 
have  a  sanitary  concrete  floor  in  their  wash  rooms.  An  unsanitary  laundry 
is  a  most  dangerous  vehicle  for  conveying  contagious  diseases,  and  this  move 
on  the  part  of  the  trustees  seems  a  very  commendable  one.  Now,  while  they 
are  at  it.  why  not  make  an  up-to-date  sanitary  job  of  it  by  also  prohibiting 
persons  from  sleeping  and  cooking  in  all  rooms  used  for  public  laundry  pur- 
pose^" 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  submit  for  your  favorable  consideration  the 
following:  That  this  convention,  in  conjunction  with  the  outside  League, 
concentrate  its  efforts  and  energy  against  all  saloons  and  business  houses 
who  are  known  to  patronize  or  employ  Orientals,  and  suggest  that  all  such 
places  who  are  loval  to  us  be  supplied  with  a  large  and  attractive  official 
card  with  the  inscription  "WE  DO  NOT  EMPLOY  OR  PATRONIZE 
ASIATICS"   printed  thereon. 

We  believe,  Mr.  President  and  Delegates,  that  if  that  plan  is  adopted 
many  of  our  friends  would  soon  learn  to  look  for  the  sign,  and  spend 
their  money  in  such  places,  instead  of  those  institutions  who  did  not  display 
such  a  sign.  „ 

(Signed)     NELSON  ELLIOTT 
H.  LUMINA. 
F.  MAZET. 
JOHN  LAFARGUE. 
ALFRED  S.  EDWARDS. 

Mr  Angove:  Mr.  President,  I  move  you  that  the  report  of  the  Marin 
Countv  League  be  adopted  and  spread  in  full  upon  the  record,  and  that  the 
recommendations  therein  contained  be  referred  to  the  order  of  New  Business. 
(Carried.)  '  . 

The   Chair:      If  there  are  no  objections,  such  wdl  be  the  order. 

Delegates,  the  time  has  now  arrived  when  you  are  called  upon  to  make 
your  selections  for  officers  of  the  Anti-Japanese  Laundry  League  01  the  I  a- 
cific  Coast  for  the  ensuing  term.  Nominations  for  President  are  now  in 
order. 


nave  a  man  wnu,  m  aim  u«i  v.  »«.«.~~«i  —  j  ~     •  .  .  ,      ,,,,,„ 

principles,  against  the  contumely,  against  the  assault,    ha    are  found  to  occur 
from   our   oro- Asiatic   friends,   a   subsidized   press,   and   against    th     mulim. 

on™  of  oth™  great  corporations  that  are.flooding  this ;  country ^with  m  g 
misstatements  for  a  paltry  pittance  or  gam.  \\  e  want  a  man  «£h»»stK»Uy 
imbued  with  the  principles  of  our  League,  we  wan  t  a  n  wl 10  WHHJg 
to  stand  up  in  the  marts  of  the  world  and  speak  forthwith  his 


victions  for  the  right  in  this  country  as  God  gives  him  light  to  see  it.  Such 
a  man,  in  heart  and  head,  we  have  in  the  President  of  our  League,  Mr.  Hugh 
F.  McMahon. 

The  nomination  of  Mr.  McMahon  was  seconded  by  many  delegates,  and 
by  motion,  the  nominations  were  ordered  closed.  Further  nominations  were 
made   as   follows,   without   opposition: 

Vice-President,   A.    S.    Edwards,   of   San    Rafael. 

Secretary-Treasurer,  R.  J.  Salsburg,  of  San  Francisco. 

Sergeant-at-Arms,  J.   B.   Moran.   of  Vallejo. 

By  motion  of  Delegate  Angove,  the  Secretary  cast  the  ballot  for  the 
above-named  gentlemen,  and  they  were  thereby  declared  the  officers-elect 
for  the  ensuing  term   by   the   President. 

TELEGRAMS. 

"Palo   Alto.   May  9,   1909. 
"H.    F.    McMahon,    President    Anti-Jap    Laundry    League    of    the    Pacific 
Coast,  Greetings. 

"Unavoidably  detained.     Success  to  the  movement. 

"M.  F.  FAIRFIELD, 
"Pres.   Peninsula   Anti-Jap   Laundry   League." 

"Naples,  Cal..  May  8,  1909. 
"R.  J.   Salsburg,   Secretary   Anti-Japanese    Laundry   League. 

"Our  representative  from  Oxna'rd  Steam  Laundry  will  attend  conven- 
tion.     Success  and  well  wishes. 

"ROY   HOFFMAN.- 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

San  Diego.  Calif.,  May  20,  1909. 
Pres.  H.  F.  McMahon,  Anti-Jap  Laundry  League,  San  Francisco,  Calif. 
Dear  Sir: 

We,  the  Laundrymen  of  San  Diego,  Calif.,  desire  to  thank  you  for  your 
kind  invitation  bearing  date  of  May  3rd,  1909,  to  attend  the  White  Laundry- 
men's  Convention  to  be  held  in  your  city  May  9th,  relative  to  Asiatic  Com- 
petition. 

You  certainly  have  our  hearty  approval  of  the  work  you  have  undertaken 
and  as  a  whole  we  stand  firm  in  the  interest  of  the  American  Laundrymen. 

Should  financial  aid  at  any  time  be  required,  remember  that  the  laundry- 
men of  San   Diego  will  gladly  contribute  to  your  just  and  good  cause. 
Yours  for  protection. 

(Signed)     THE  SANITARY  LAUNDRY  CO..  By  J.  C.  Hocker. 
Pres.  &  Genl.   Mgr. 
I   X    L    LAUNDRY,    E.    W.    Anderson.   Prop. 
SAX  DIEGO  STEAM  LAUNDRY,  Anderson  Bros. 
ELECTRIC  LAUXDRY  CO.,  J.  Lee  Cathcart. 
NEW  MODEL  LAUXDRY  CO..  Nelson  Snyder. 

The  Chair:  We  will  now  proceed  with  the  Reports  of  Leagues,  and  I 
now  call  upon  the  Alameda  County  Anti-Japanese  Laundry  League. 


REPORT  OF  ALAMEDA  COUNTY  ANTI-JAP  LAUNDRY  LEAGUE. 

Delegate  II.  A.  Ougertt:  -Mr.  President,  as  per  your  request,  I  herewith 
submit  the  report  of  Mr.  Borchert,  Secretary  of  our  League  in  Alameda 
County: 

Oakland,   Cal.,   May  8,   1909. 
Gentlemen: 

1  herewith  submit  the  statistics  gathered  by  me  in  reference 
League  work  in  Alameda  County  between  the  first  day  of  October.  1908.  and 
May  3rd.  1909.  During  this  peri' id  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  Japanese  laundries  from  fourteen  to  twenty.  The  new  laundries,  however, 
being  all  very  small  establishments.  During  this  time  we  have  employed  al- 
most continuously  three  outside  men.  known  as  "Riders,"  whose  duty  it  is 
to  keep  track  of  the  customers  of  the  different  Japanese  laundries  and  furnish 
us  with  the  names  and  occupations  of  such  customers.  Our  lists  show  in 
all  that  time  that  the  Japanese  laundries  have  had  a  patronage'  of  about  2.500 
and  by  means  of  personal  letters  which  we  have  sent  out  to  different  people, 
copies  of  which  are  hereto  attached,  we  have  succeeded  in  reducing  the  num- 
ber almost  25''.  The  expense  attached  to  conducting  our  work  during  this 
period  amount-  to  $2342.23,  but  of  necessity  our  initial  expense  was  greater 
than  it  will  be  hereafter,  as  by  this  time  we  have  started  our  educational 
-ystem  with  the  people,  and  do  not  anticipate  having  much  further  hard 
work  in  convincing  the  majority  of  the  people  still  patronizing  the  Japanese 
Laundries  of  the  merits  of  our  movement  and  the  injustice  they  are  doing 
themselves  and  the  white  working  people  in  general,  should  they  persist  in 
dealing  with  the  Japanese. 

The  letters  which  I  have  referred  to  before,  and  which  follow  this  letter, 
will,  I  think,  fully  explain  the  means  we  have  taken  and  the  manner  in  which 
we  have  accomplished  our  work,  so  it  will  not  be  necessary  for  me  to  cause 
a   repetition   of  the   facts   which   will   fully  appear. 

Before  closing,  I  would  say  that  out  of  the  twenty-five  per  cent  which 
would  amount  to  about  six  hundred  customers,  at  least  five  hundred  have 
handed  their  work  over  to  the  white  laundries,  and  even  allowing  each  oj 
these  customers,  would  only  have  the  minimum  amount  of  laundry  each 
month,  to  wit:  the  amount  of  $1.00;  our  work  means  that  we  have  delivered 
into  the  white  laundries  and  diverted  from  the  Japanese  laundries  not  less 
than  $500  00  per  month,  or.  figuring  from  October.  1908.  to  May  3rd.  1909, 
$3  500  00  In  other  words,  by  an  expenditure  of  $2342.23  we  have  succeeded 
in  the  initial  and  hardest  part  of  our  work  in  saving  and  gaming  tor  the  white 
laundries  $3,500  worth  of  work. 

Very  truly  your,  ^    ^     BORCHERT.    Secretary. 

REPORT  OF  DELEGATE  J.  V.  MORAN,  VALLEJO  ANTI-JAP  LAUN- 
DRY LEAGUE. 

Mr    President,   and  delegates  to  the   Convention: 

I  received  a  letter  a  few  days  ago  from  your  business  secretary  reqtj 
that  I   be  prepared  to  submit  a  report  as  to  the   work  done  and  result,  ob- 
tained   since   agitation   in   Vallejo.      When    our    League   was   organized I   some 
six  months  ago.  there  were  two  Japanese  laundries  in  Vallejo j  wbrt 
time,  with  an  ever-increasing  patronage    while  the  white  laundries  w 
periencing  a  period  of  depression,  loss  o)  business,  and  the  conse quen 
Son  in  the  number  of  employees.     The  assistance  ol  the  Vallejo  Trad 
Labor  Council,  and  of  other  labor  organizations  wa      ought  and  gnu 
vigorous  campaign  was  then  instituted;  circular-  were  issued,  calling  u 
people  to  maintain  the  white  standard  of  this  country,  and  .-,  personal 
was    made    wherever    possible.      To    the    labor    organizations    of  ou. 
owe  Sr  deep  gratitude  for  the  able  assistance  that  I 


result  of  that  agitation  showed  a  marked  increase  of  business  in  the  white 
laundries,  which  are  now  working  at  the  former  standard,  regaining  old  cus- 
tomers, and  a  very  noticeable  fact  is  the  great  falling  off  in  the  business  of 
the  Japanese  laundries,  which  are  reported  as  being  on  the  verge  of  collapse. 
We  propose  to  keep  up  the  fight  in  Vallejo  without  cessation,  until  we  close 
the  doors   of  our  brown  competitors. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  President,  I  desire  to  express  our  sincere  appreciation 
and  thanks  to  the  San  Francisco  League  and  its  officers,  for  the  able  assist- 
ance they  have  rendered  us  and  for  the  advice  given.  As  I  have  already 
stated,  we  propose  to  continue  our  work  until  our  industry  is  maintained  by 
the   white  people. 

REPORT  OF  PENINSULA  ANTI-JAP "  LAUNDRY  LEAGUE. 

Mr.  Fairfield:  Mr.  President  and  Delegates — I  do  not  know  that  I  can 
add  much  to  the  very  interesting  and  encouraging  reports  I  have  heard  from 
other  localities  other  than  to  say  that  since  agitation  business  has  been 
very  good,  and  we  propose  to  keep  at  our  work  of  educating  such  white 
patrons  that  the  Japanese  have  in  our  vicinity,  until  we  convince  them  of  the 
necessity,  and  their  duty,  towards  the  Caucasian  race.  Our  locality  needs 
someone  from  the  outside,  to  point  out  the  dangers  that  menace  our  cpuntry 
by  the  peaceful  invasion  of  these  hordes  from  the  Orient,  and  we  hope  in  the 
very  near  future  to  call  the  citizens  of  our  vicinity  together  and  have  some 
of  the  "big  guns"  from  San  Francisco  and  elsewhere  address  the  gathering 
on  this  important  question.  Like  our  friend,  Mr.  Moran.  of  Vallejo,  I  desire 
to  express  our  thanks  to  the  San  Francisco  League  for  the  help  that  they  are 
giving  us,  and  it  is  my  inmost  wish  and  desire  to  see  every  white  laundry  on 
the  Pacific  Slope  joined  in  one  grand  organization,  and  then  make  a  demand 
upon  our  Government  to  give  us  some  relief  from  the  unrestricted  influx 
of  these   yellow  and  brown   peoples   of  the   Orient. 

Palo  Alto. 

Miss  Phoebe  Smith,  of  Palo  Alto,  spoke  interestingly  on  the  artfulness  of 
the  Jap  and  his  laundry  people,  relating  how  the  white  laundry  gave  work 
to  the  Jap  laundry,  and  the  Jap  laundry  vice  versa.  Miss  Smith's  report 
created  much  interest  among  the  delegates. 

REPORTS  OF  UNORGANIZED  CITIES. 
Sacramento. 

Delegate  Chrorini:  Mr.  President  and  Delegates — I  regret  that  I  have  to 
report  that  there  has  been  very  little,  or  nothing,  done  in  Sacramento.  I 
feel  that  something  should  be  done  in  this  convention  to-day  to  give  Sacra- 
mento a  boost  and  start  them  off  like  some  of  your  Bay  County  Leagues. 
I  hope,  before  we  conclude  our  deliberations  that  some  action  will  be  taken. 

Delegate  Dubecker:  Mr.  President  and  Delegates — I  represent  the 
laundry  workers  of  Sacramento,  having  been  sent  here  by  Local  No.  75.  I 
first  want  to  say  that  I  have  learned  a  great  deal  already  in  the  few  hours 
that  I  have  been  in  your  city,  and  I  hope  to  be  able  to  induce  our  Sacra- 
mento people  to  adopt  similar  methods  of  creating  the  necessary  enthusiasm. 
I  realize  that  this  fight  is  a  fight  in  which  all  white  people'  are  intensely 
interested.  While  most  of  us  are  particularly  interested  in  the  laundry  busi- 
ness, we  should  not  overlook  our  unfortunate  brothers  and  friends  who 
might  be  in  some  other  vocation  and  suffering  from  the  invasion  of  the 
Asiatic.  We  should  not  only  leave  Mr.  Jap  severely  alone,  but  we  should 
use  every  influence  that  is  within  our  power  to  have  our  friends  do  like- 
wise. 

In  our  city,  on  L  street  from  2nd  to  4th  streets,  you  will  find  nothing 
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but  Japanese,  and  in  such  numbers  that  it  is  certainly  alarming.  On  the 
corner  of  4th  and  L  streets  a  small  merchandise  store  was  started  some 
three  years  ago  on  a  very  small  scale;  to-dav  it  has  developed  into  a  very 
large  concern  and  doing  an  extensive  business.  Our  berry  and  fruit  industry 
in  that  valley  is  controlled  entirely  by  Japs.  The  very  sight  of  the  thousands 
of  these  coolies  in  our  midst  is  enough  to  arouse  any  patriotic  American  citi- 
zen. I  know  that  I  shall  do  all  in  my  power  to  help  remove  this  menace  to 
a   different   atmosphere   than   our   own   American   soil. 

San  Jose. 

Mr.  McKenna,  of  San  Jose,  reported  that  no  League  had  been  formed 
in  that  city;  thai  there  were  three  Jap  laundries  which  were  doing  a  good 
business,  and  that  the  Local  Exclusion  League  had  taken  up  the  work  and 
was  doing  much  good. 

Reno. 

sident  McMahon  introduced  Mr.  C.  M.  White  of  Reno,  who  said  in 
pa  rt : 

Mr.  President  and  Friends:  I  came  all  the  way  from  Nevada  to  learn  and 
listen,  and  did  not  expect  to  be  called  upon;  however,  I  shall  endeavor  to 
give  you  the  conditions  as  they  exist  in  Nevada  to  the  best  of  my  ability.  We 
certainly  need  agitation  in  Nevada  and,  if  possible,  I  shall  see  to  it  that  a 
League  is  formed  in  the   near  future. 

We  have  two  Jap  steam  laundries  in  Reno  and  one  in  Sparks,  all  fully 
equipped,  and  like  most  all  the  reports  from  other  sections,  doing  a  thriving 
and  lucrative  business — so  much  so,  that  if  allowed  to  continue  much  longer 
they  will  soon  drive  our  white  laundries  out  and  control  the  entire  industry. 
Mr.  President,  we  want  relief,  and  must  have  it.  I  propose,  before  leaving  for 
my  home,  to  so  thoroughly  inform  myself  with  your  system  of  doing  business 
that  I  will  be  able  to  start  things  going  in  Reno  like  you  have  them  here. 

The  fact  of  the  matter  is,  friends  and  delegates,  that  we  just  awoke  to 
the  fact  that  San  Francisco  is  driving  the  Jap  out,  and  as  I  first  stated.  I  am 
here  to  learn  how  it  is  done,  so  that  we  may  drive  Mr.  Jap  out  of  the  State 
of  Nevada  and   send  him   East  where  they  love  him  best. 

Oxnard. 

Mr.  Roy  Hoffman  of  Oxnard  said  that  he.  like  his  comrade  from  Nevada 
was  here  to  learn,  and  that  if  any  community  had  any  more  Japs  than  Ox- 
nard, outside  of  Japan,  he  would  like  to  know  that  place.  He  further 
stated:  "The  Japanese  started  a  laundry  about  a  year  ago,  and  they  have 
reduced  my  business  about  50%  since  that  time.  I  want  to  say  that  I  am 
very  glad  I  am  here.  I  want  to  be  guided  as  to  the  best  and  quickest  way 
to  alleviate  our  trouble  in  Oxnard,  not  only  in  the  laundry  industry,  hut 
in  anv  other,  if  I  may  be  able.  I  might  say,  in  conclusion,  that  the  Jap  has 
invaded  every  field  of  industry,  in  my  locality,  and  is  a  very  strung  contender 
for  all  lines  of  business  in  Oxnard." 


Air  C.  Lamayson,  representing  the  French  branch  of  the  laundry  indus- 
try, spoke  briefly  on  the  organizations  of  the  French  laundry  people  stating 
that  they  were  in  the  movement  to  stay  until  they  wiped  out  their  Japanese 
laundry  competitors. 

The  Chair:  For  the  benefit  of  visiting  members,  I  will  call  upon  Mr. 
Angove  to  speak  briefly  on  the  manner  in  which  we  do  business  in  San  I- 

SC°Mr.  Angove.  in  speaking  on  the  plan  of  campaign  as  outlined  by  the  San 
Francisco  Laundry  League,  dwelt  on  the  method  of  trailing  Japanese  laundrj 
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wagons  and  locating  the  patrons  of  the  Japanese,  and  then  when  the  parties 
were  located  a  system  of  correspondence  had  been  adopted,  and  the  lady 
or  gentleman  communicated  with,  was  urged  not  to  patronize  Oriental-,  tta 
the  exclusion  of  whites.  In  addition  to  that  custom,  the  columns  of  the 
press,  bill  boards,  stickers  and  all  lines  of  publicity  were  indulged  in,  to 
the   extent   that  most  excellent  results   had  been   obtained. 

The  Chair  instructed  the  Secretary  to  furnish  copies  of  circular  letters 
and  submit  the  same  .to  the  other  Leagues  so  that  they  could  use  the  same 
or  draft  similar  letters  and  mail  them  to  the  Japanese  patrons  in  their  re- 
spective  cities. 

TRADE  RELATIONS. 

The  Chair  then  called  upon  Delegate  James  Jordan  to  submit  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Trade   Relations,  which  was  as  follows: 

"San    Francisco,   May  9,    1909. 
To  the  Delegates  of  the   Anti-Jap   Laundry  League   Convention: 

Your  committee  on  trade  relations  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  re- 
port: 

Since  your  last  convention  the  several  firms  of  San  Francisco  and 
vicinity  have  given  your  League  their  strong  support,  and  we  hope  for  a 
continuance  of  same.  The  Japanese  laundries  of  the  city  are  still  receiving 
supplies,  but  from  what  source  we  are  unable  to  state  at  this  time.  In  refer- 
ence to  the  Red  Star  Laundry  of  San  Jose,  your  committee  asks  for  further 
time  for  investigation. 

In  conclusion,  we  recommend  that  all  persons  who  buy  laundry  supplies 
be  requested  to  encourage  and  help  those  who  are  morally  supporting  this 
League. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.   J.   GORMAX. 
JAS.  JORDAN. 
C.  M.  WHITE. 

Committee. 

On  motion,  the  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted  and  the  recom- 
mendations concurred  in. 

Delegate  Jordan  stated,  in  behalf  of  his  committee,  that  there  was  not  a 
house  in  San  Francisco  supplying  Japanese  with  material,  and,  as  stated  in 
the  report,  they  had  received  most  hearty  support  and  co-operation  from 
that  source. 

Mr.  Xeal,  representing  the  supply  houses,  on  being  called  upon,  stated 
that  he  did  not  know  anything  more  to  add  to  what  Mr.  Jordan  and  his 
colleagues  had  already  stated  in  their  report.  That  they  had  never  been 
approached  by  Japanese  and  had  never  solicited  their  patronage,  and,  in  be- 
half of  his  people,  desired  to  say  that  they  would  continue  to  maintain  and 
give  their  moral  support  and  help  to  the  Anti-Jap  Laundry  League  in  every 
possible  way. 

RESOLUTIONS. 
Resolutions  No.  1,  Introduced  by  Miss  Carrie  Parmer,  of  San  Francisco 

Whereas,  The  Asiatic  Exclusion  League  has  carried  on  lectures,  masp 
meetings  and  conventions,  in  an  endeavor  to  educate  the  people  on  the  ques- 
tion  of  Asiatic   Exclusion;   and 

Whereas,  The  Asiatic  Exclusion  League  have  carried  on  an  active  agita- 
tion, through  personal  representatives  and  literature,  for  the  enactment  of  a 
National   Exclusion   Law;   and 

Whereas,  Bills  were  introduced  (through  the  efforts  of  the  Asiatic  Ex- 
clusion   League)    in    the    last    session    of    the    California    Legislature,    which 
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broughl  the  question  as  a  national  issue  before  the  people  of  the  United 
Mates;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Anti-Laundry  League 
"'  "V  '  ;lnlU;  ^oast,  in  convention  assembled,  do  endorse  the  policies  carried 
Out  by  tin-  Asiatic  Exclusion  League  of  San  Francisco,  and  urge  that  the 
same   policies   he    followed   in   the   future;   and  be  it  further 

Resolved  That  we  pledge  our  co-operation  and  moral  support  at  all 
tunes   to   the   Asiatic    Exclusion    League   of  San   Francisco. 

Resolution   No.  2,   Introduced  by  T.   R.   Angove,  of  San  Francisco. 

Whereas,  The  Laundry  interests  of  our  entire  Coast  have  perhaps  felt 
the  ill  effect  of  the  blight  of  Japanese  competition  to  a  greater  extent  than 
any  other  industrial  branch,  it  is  a  self-evident  fact  to  even  the  most  casual 
observer  that  the  Japanese  are  rapidly  invading  many  other  branches  of  our 
industrial  held,  such  as  dyeing  and  cleaning,  tailoring,  garment-making,  etc., 
thereby  (lepnviug  a  large  number  of  our  wage  earners,  especiallv  women  and 
girls,  of  their  chosen   means  of  earning  a  living;   and 

Whereas.  Oriental  standards  of  living  are  such  as  to  enable  the  Tap  to 
exist  upon  a  wage  that  no  home-loving  American  could  justifiably  accept- 
thus  demonstrating  the  urgent  need  of  energetic  action  being  taken  a-  a 
mean-  of  self-preservation  upon  the  part  of  those  most  directly  and  severely 
affected  on  account  of  the  dangers  menacing  their  business  welfare  by  this 
unfair   Oriental   competition;   therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  judgment  of  this  Convention  that  every  interest 
thus  affected, — business  men,  employers,  wage  earners,  and  those  who  are 
in  sympathy  with  such  a  movement,  band  themselves  together  in  a  united 
effort  towards  educating  the  general  public  as  to  the  dangers  menacing  the 
industrial  welfare  and  business  prosperity  of  our  entire  Coast. 

Resolved,  That  such  a  movement  be  organized,  and  that  ways  and  means 
be  here  devised  whereby  other  crafts  may  co-operate,  contribute  and  work 
together  towards  the  desired  end,  viz:  educate  the  people  not  to  patronize  or 
employ  Japanese. 

Resolution   No.   3,   Introduced  by   D.  J.   Gorman,  of  San   Francisco. 

Whereas,  The  people  of  the  Western  States  are  endeavoring  through 
legislative  enactment  to  curtail  the  encroachments  of  the  Asiatics  upon  our 
industrial  held,  and  to  protect  our  children  from  contamination  of  the 
Japanese   in   our   public   schools;   and 

Whereas,  We  hold  it  to  be  one  of  the  sovereign  rights  of  our  State  to 
legislate  in  these  matters  without  dictation  or  intimidation  from  the  Execu- 
tive   Branch    of   our    Federal    Government;    therefore    he    it 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  goes  on  record  as  deploring  the  late 
interference  of  Federal  authorities  in  these  affairs  that  are  outside  of  then- 
jurisdiction  ;  and   be  it  further 

Resolved.    That    we    unsparingly    condemn    the    action    of   our    State    law 
makers,  who  during  the  last  session  of  our  Legislature,  descried  their  colors. 
violated   their  ante-election   pledges,   and    surrendered   to   the   demands   <u    the 
Nippon  government;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we  advise  the  friends  and  sympathizers  of  the  \\  HI  I  E 
MAX'S  CAUSE  to  keep  tab  on  said  legislators  who  have  betrayed  our  inter 
ests,  and  to  work  for  their  defeat  should  they  again  aspire  for  office  in  the 
gift  of  the  people. 

Resolution  No.  4,  Introduced  by  Charles  Dowling  of  San  Francisco. 

Whereas.    The    various    organizations    affiliated    with    the    Ai 
Laundry   League   have,   for   the   last   two   mouths,   been    combating   th. 
danger  whiclC  in  the  shape  of  an  appalling  Japanese  imn 
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and  threatens,  not  only  the  members  of  these  organizations,  but  also  the 
entire  population  of  the  western   coast;   and 

Whereas,  The  paramount  question  on  the  western  slope  of  the  United 
States  to-day — the  question  to  which  the  West  is  awake — is  whether  or  not 
the  people  of  the  Pacific  Slope  shall  pave  the  way  for  a  yellow  population  in 
their  fair  land  that  would  rival  in  size  and  danger  the  black  population  of 
the  South;  and 

Whereas,  The  press,  and  especially  the  press  of  San  Francisco  and  vicin- 
ity, has  exerted  this  influence  in  support  of  the  Anti-Japanese  movement, 
and  has  thereby  gained  for  said  movement  countless  numbers  of  ardent  sup- 
porters; and 

Whereas,  The  press  has  always  ably  assisted  the  organizations  affiliated 
with  the  Anti-Japanese  Laundry  League  in  awakening  the  people  of  the 
Pacific  Slope  to  a  clear  realization  of  what  must  be  done  if  we  are  to  pre- 
serve these  Western  shores  of  America  as  a  soil  for  the  white  race;  therefore 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  delegates  to  this  Pacific  Coast  Anti-Japanese 
Laundry  Convention,  in  meeting  assembled,  unanimously  and  most  heartily 
thank  the  press,  and  especially  the  press  of  San  Francisco  for  its  liberal 
support  in  this  matter;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  spread  in  full  upon  the 
minutes  of  this  convention,  and  that  a  copy  be  sent  to  each  of  the  daily 
papers. 

Resolution  No.  5,  Introduced  by  O.  Anderson,  E.  A.  Sprague  and  C.  Dowling. 

Whereas,  We  hold  that  the  interest  of  our  campaign  can  be  best  served 
by  steering  clear  of  political  entanglements  and  avoid  engaging  in  partisan 
politics,  and  remaining  on  friendly  terms  with  ALL  political  parties  who  are 
favorably  disposed  toward  our  cause;   therefore  be   it 

Resolved,  That  it  be  the  sense  of  the  Anti-Jap  Laundry  League  to  recom- 
mend to  the  various  political  conventions  to  insert  a  plank  in  their  respective 
platforms  endorsing  the  purposes  of  our  movement. 

Resolution    No.    6,    Introduced   by    E.    A.    Sprague,    Chas.    Dowling    and    O. 

Anderson. 

Resolved,  That  the  xA.nti-Japanese  Laundry  League  of  San  Francisco 
hereby  re-affirms  its  original  policy  of  absolutely  refraining  from  engaging 
in  partisan  politics,  and  that  we  continue  to  labor  steadfastly  and  zealously 
with  but  one  object  in  view,  namely,  the  preservation  of  the  western  slope 
as  a  soil  for  the  white  race. 

Resolution  No.  7,  Introduced  by  James  Jordan  and  Alfred  S.  Edwards. 

Whereas,  The  members  of  the  Committee  on  Trade  Relations,  acting  on 
behalf  of  the  Anti-Japanese  League,  have  received  the  unqualified  support 
of  all  the  firms  engaged  in  furnishing  supplies  to  the  laundries  in  San  Fran- 
cisco and  throughout  the  entire  State  of  California;  and 

Whereas,  Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  this  convention  should 
in  some  way  show  their  appreciation  of  the  assistance  they  have  received; 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  a  vote  of  thanks  be  tendered  to  the  hereinbefore  men- 
tioned firms  for  their  hearty  co-operation  in  our  fight  against  Oriental  labor 
and  a  copy  of  same  be  forwarded  to  the  persons  mentioned. 

Resolution  No.  8,  Introduced  by  James  Jordan  and  Alfred  S.  Edwards. 

Whereas,  From  the  reports  rendered  by  representatives  from  the  interior 
of  the  State,  who  have  stated  that  no  progress  has  been  made  in  their  difter- 
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ent  localities,  principally  through  lack  of  knowledge  as  to  what  steps  should 
be  taken   to  accomplish   the   objects   of  the   Anti-Japanese   League;   therefore 

Resolved.  That  a  committee  on  organization  be  appointed  to  visit  and 
organize  branches  oi  the  League  throughout  the  State  wherever  necessary 
particularly  m  Sacramento,  Stockton,  San  Jose  and  such  other  communities 
as  are  in   need   ot   assistance. 

The  above  resolutions  were  all  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Resolu- 
tions, the  Chair  instructing,  the  committee  to  be  prepared  to  submit  their 
report  at  the  afternoon  session.  The  Chair  also  instructed  the  Finance 
Committee  to  bring  m  some  recommendations  for  devising  ways  and  means 
for  defraying  the  expense  of  the  convention  and  the  future  work  of  the 
League.  A  short  discussion  took  place  in  an  informal  way  and  several 
suggestions  were  made  of  which  the  Chair  instructed  the  committee  to  take 
note. 

By  motion,  unanimously  concurred  in  by  the  delegates  present,  the  meet- 
ing adjourned   until  2   p.   m. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

President  McMahon  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  2:45  p.  m.  A  recess 
of  a  few  minutes  was  then  taken  so  that  the  delegates  could  sit  for  the 
photographer. 

Credentials. 

Among  those  present  at  the  afternoon  session  in  addition  to  those  men- 
tioned in  the  morning  report  were: 

Berkelev — H.  C.  Kasteens  (visitor). 

Fruitvale— S.    P.   Alfred. 

Oakland— F.  W.  Pratt. 

Wyandotte,   Mich. — J.   O.   Albrecht. 

Redwood  City — J.  K.   Nelson. 

San  Jose — Fred  W.  Brandis. 

San  Rafael — J.  F.  Fargue. 

San  Francisco — T.  A.  Simpson,  Mr.  Hauret,  A.  Birsinger,  T.  J.  Thomp- 
son, W.  R.  Cammack,  A.  C.  Snellgrove,  H.  B.  Myers,  Geo.  W.  Bowling,  L. 
Loustau,  H.  F.  Bailer,  C.  F.  Kirkham.  J.  F.  Wilken.  N.  Moran,  11.  Korts, 
A.  J.  Hautt,  Eugene  Pratt,  H.  W.  Winkelmann,  H.  Odell,  B.  Kahen,  C. 
Scheffell,  Mr.  Farrere,  F.  L.  Wilheler,  F.  Anderson,  E.  Ireland,  H.  Borton, 
Patek  &  Co.,  W.  Eisenstein,  E.  Flatley,  Fred  H.  Behnsen,  Mr.  Manurseigoye, 
W.  E.  Terry,  P.  Oxendine,  J.  Hummell,  J.  W.  Spencer,  A.  H.  Bierman,  Mr. 
Mamas,  H.  F.  Floyd,  Bert  Richie,  J.  W.  Colleary,  J.  W.  Rufner.  J.  J.  Hayes, 
M.   Tierney,    H.    Herrick. 

The  credentials  were  received,  and  the  delegates  on   motion   seated. 

The  Chair:  The  first  order  of  business  this  afternoon  is  the  matter  sub- 
mitted by  the  Marin  County  League  in  reference  to  the  adoption  <>i  a  card 
bearing  the  words  "YVe  do  not  employ  or  patronize  Asiatics."  As  there 
seems  to  be  a  unanimity  of  feeling  in  this  matter,  1  would  suggesl  that  you 
make  a  motion  at  once,  so  that  the  question  may  be  properly  brought  before 
this  convention. 

Delegate  Anderson:  Mr.  President,  I  think  the  proposition  a-  presented 
by  Marin  County  is  a  good  one,  and  I  feel  that  it  will  resull  in  mu<  : 
to  our  movement:  without  further  remarks,  I  therefore  move  you,  sir,  the 
adoption  of  the  recommendation  made  by  our  sister  League,  with  instruc- 
tions that  our  Secretary  proceed  at  once  and  have  these  cards  printed  in  a 
suitable  form  and  given  proper  distribution. 
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The  Chair:  You  have  heard  the  motion.  Are  there  any  objections? 
Hearing  none,  I  now  declare  the  motion  carried.  Mr.  Secretary,  you  will  take 
note  and   proceed   at   once. 

REPORT    OF   COMMITTEE    ON    RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  President:  Your  committee  begs  leave  to  report  that  after  careful 
consideration  we  recommend  Resolution  No.  2,  introduced  by  T.  R.  Angove, 
for  adoption. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHAS.  DOWLIXG, 
H.   A.   McKENNA. 

There  being  no  further  discussion  on  the  resolution,  it  was  regularly 
moved  and  seconded  that  the  report  of  the  committee  on  Resolution  No.  2 
be   adopted.      Carried   unanimously. 

Mr.  Angove:  Mr.  President.  I  move  you  that  a  committee  of  three  be 
immediately  appointed  to  carry  out   the  purport  of  the  resolution. 

The  Chair:  If  there  are  no  objections,  it  is  so  ordered.  I  shall  appoint 
on  that  committee,  Mr.  J.  Stein,  Wm.  E.  Terry  and  Mr.  T.  R.  Angove.  the 
mover  of  the  resolution.  Any  further  reports  from  the  Committee  on  Resolu- 
tions? 

Yes.  Mr.  President.  Resolution  Xo.  1,  introduced  by  Miss  Carrie  Parmer 
of  the  Laundry  Workers  Union  No.  26,  commending  the  Asiatic  Exclusion 
League  for  their  activity  and  their  efforts  on  the  bills  introduced  in  the 
last  session  of  the  California  Legislature,  and  further  pledging  our  co-opera- 
tion and  support  at  all  times.  We  beg  to  report  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion. 

CHAS.   DOWLIXG. 
H.  A.  McKENNA, 

Committee. 

On  motion,  seconded  by  several  delegates,  the  committee's  report  was 
unanimously  adopted. 

The  Chair:  I  would  suggest  to  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  that  they 
submit  their  reports  by  referring  to  the  resolutions  by  title  only.  Are  there 
any  objections?     Hearing  none,  the  committee  will  proceed  with  their  report. 

Resolution  Xo.  3,  introduced  by  D.  J.  Gorman,  of  San  Francisco,  con- 
demning the  action  of  our  State  law  makers  who  during  the  last  session  of 
our  State  Legislature  violated  their  ante-election  pledges  and  surrendered  to 
the  demands  of  the  Xipponese  government,  and  advising  friends  and  sympa- 
thizers of  the  Anti-Japanese  League  to  keep  in  mind  such  men  who  betrayed 
our  interests,  and  work  for  their  defeat  at  the  polls  should  they  again  aspire 
for  office. 

We,  your  Committee  on  Resolutions,  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
above  resolution. 

CHAS.    DOWLIXG. 
H.  A.   McKENNA, 

Committee. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Resolution  Xo.  4,  introduced  by  Chas.  Dowling,  expressing  thanks  and 
appreciation  to  the  press  for  the  publicity  given  the  movement. 

We,  your  Committee  on  Resolutions,  recommend  the  same  for  adoption. 

CHAS.    DOWLIXG. 
H.  A.   McKENNA, 

Committee. 


Resolution  No  5.  introduced  by  Olaf  Anderson,  E.  A  Sprague  and  Chas 
Dowling,  oi   San    Francisco,  Cal.:  ° 

Whereas,  We  hold  that  the  interest  oi  our  campaign  can  best  he  served 
by  steering  clear  oi  political  entanglements,  and  avoid  engaging  in  partisan 
politics  by  remaining  on  friendly  terms  with  all  political  parties  who  are 
favorably   disposed   toward   our  cause;   therefore   he  it 

Resolved.  That  it  be  the  sense  of  the  Anti-Jap  Laundry  League  of  the 
Pacihc  Coast  to  recommend  to  the  various  political  conventions  to  insert  a 
plank  in  their  respective  platforms  endorsing  the  purposes  of  our  movement 

We.  your  Committee  on  Resolutions,  beg  leave  to  report  that  we  have 
duly   considered    the    same,   and    would    recommend   its   adoption. 

CHAS.    DOWLING, 
H.  A.   McKENNA, 

^  .  Committee. 

Un  motion,  the  report  oi   the  committee  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Resolution   Xo.  6,  introduced   by   E.   A.  Sprague,  Chas.  Dowling  and  Olaf 
Anderson,    relative    to    the    Anti-Japanese    Laundry    League    re-amrmino-    it- 
original  policy  of  absolutely  refraining  from  engaging  in  partisan  politics?  etc. 
We.  your   Committee   on    Resolutions,   to   whom   this   resolution   was   re- 
ferred,  recommend    the    same    for   adoption. 

CHAS.    DOW'LIXG. 
H.  A.   McKENNA, 

Committee. 
On   motion,   the   report    of   the   committee   was   unanimously   adopted. 

Resolution  Xo.  7,  introduced  by  Chas.  Jordan  and  Alfred  S.  Edward- 
requesting  that  a  vote  of  thanks  be  tendered  to  all  firms  engaged  in  fur- 
nishing supplies  to  the  laundries  of  San  Francisco  and  adjacent  cities,  for  their 
hearty   co-operation   in   the   tight   against   cheap  Oriental   labor,  etc. 

We,  your  Committee  to  whom  this  resolution  was  referred,  recommend 
that  the   same  be  adopted. 

CHAS.    DOW'LTXG. 
H.  A.   McKENNA, 

Committee. 
The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was  by  motion  carried. 

Resolution  Xo.  8.  introduced  by  Mr.  James  Jordan  and  Alfred  S.  Ed- 
wards, requesting  that  a  committee  on  organization  be  appointed  to  visii 
and  organize  Branch  Leagues  throughout  the  State,  wherever  necessary. 
particularly  the  cities  of  Sacramento,  Stockton  and  San  Jose,  and  such  other 
towns   that   are   in    need   of  immediate   assistance. 

Your  Committee  on  Resolutions,  having  given  the  above  consideration. 
recommend  the  same  for  approval. 

CHAS.   DOWLIXG. 
H.  A.   McKENNA, 

Committee. 

The  Chair:  Delegates,  I  feel  that  the  time  is  opportune  when  we  should 
concentrate  all  our  interests  in  one  grand  body,  so  that  we  may  have  a  good 
fighting  force  with  which  to  combat  this  unequal  competition  of  the  cheap 
Asiatic. 

Since  organization  we  have  not  only  reduced  in  a  great  measure  the 
number  of  white  patrons  of  the  Japanese  laundries,  but  we  have  prevented 
any  new  laundries  from  being  started,  and  many  regrets  have  been  expressed 
that  this  League  did  not  begin  operations  some  years  ago.  We  have  been 
enlarging  our  organization  and  have  successfully  extended  the  same  to  many 
outside  towns   with  good  results. 

'This    resolution    is    primarily    the    reason    why    our    convention    has 
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called  to-day.  Delegates  from  various  organizations,  representing  the  busi- 
ness people  and  civic  organizations,  are  here,  and  if  there  are  no  objections 
we  will  call  upon  our  visitors  to  participate  in  this  discussion  for  the  edifica- 
tion of  our  visiting  delegates  who  have  not  been  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
this   grave  and   serious   subject. 

The  President  then  called  upon  the  Business  Secretary  to  again  read 
the  report  of  the  San  Francisco  League  for  the  benefit  of  a  large  number  of 
new  delegates  who  had  just  been  seated. 

Business  Secretary  Hurst  again  read  the  report,  which  was  enthusias- 
tically received. 

The  Chair:  Thus,  delegates,  you  may  see  by  the  report  just  read  that 
we  have  been  very  active,  pursuing  our  work  with  a  will,  taking  issue  in  every 
manner  with  the  people  who  patronize  and  do  business  with  these  cheap 
Orientals,  as  we  hold  it  to  be  unfair  for  a  business  man,  who,  on  the  one 
hand  gathers  in  our  dollars  over  his  counters,  and  on  the  other  hand  turns 
us  away  from  his  doors,  showing  preference  to  the  cheap  Asiatic,  who  con- 
tributes comparatively  nothing  towards  his  (the  business  man's)  subsistence. 

Delegates,  we  have  with  us  to-day,  representatives  of  the  Asiatic  Exclu- 
sion League,  an  organization  of  wide  influence  and  of  an  international  char- 
acter. This  organization,  delegates  and  friends,  has  been  of  great  assistance 
to  us,  and  to-day  is  disseminating  tons  of  literature  throughout  the  entire 
country,  for  the  purpose  of  educating  the  people  who  are  not  familiar  with 
our  subject  on  the  great  danger  that  menaces  our  beloved  country  by  an 
unrestricted  influx  of  the  coolie  hordes  of  Asia.  I  now  have  the  honor  and 
pleasure  of  introducing  to  you  Mr.  George  B.  Benham,  chairman  of  the 
Publicity    Committee    of   the    Asiatic    Exclusion    League. 

Mr.  Benham  said  in  part:  Mr.  President,  Officers  and  Members  of  the 
League,   Ladies   and   Gentlemen: 

It  is  well  for  those  interested  in  the  Exclusion  cause  that  every  effort 
be  made  to  not  only  discourage  the  further  invasion  of  our  shores  by  Asiatics, 
but  that  those  alreadj^  here  be  given  to  understand  that  they  are  not  an, 
acceptable   element   among  our   people. 

While  there  are  many  objections  offered  both  to  exclusion  of  Asiatics, 
and  against  the  discouragement  of  those  that  are  here,  none  of  the  arguments 
advanced  seem  to  stand  the  test  of  logical  analysis.  Because  we  do  not  wish 
the  Yellow  and  Brown  men  among  us,  we  are  told  that  we  are  unkind, 
un-Christian   and  un-American. 

When  we  know  that  the  presence  of  Asiatics  has  a  tendency  to  lower 
the  morals  and  increase  the  misery  of  our  own  people,  can  it  be  logically  said 
that  it  is  unkind  for  us  to  look  after  the  interests  of  those  who  are  near 
and  dear  to  us? 

We  are  told  that  our  efforts  are  un-Christian.  but  the  history  of  the 
world  shows  that  the  advocates  of  the  Christian  religion  were  never  slow  in 
using  every  means  in  their  power,  even  to  the  drawing  of  the  sword  in  defense 
of  their  belief,  as  against  other  races  imbued  with  other  beliefs. 

Can  it  be  said  that  we  are  un-American  in  our  efforts?  Through  the 
energetic  efforts  of  the  white  people,  the  natural  resources  of  the  United 
States  have  been  developed;  the  inventions  of  our  people  have  enabled  us  to 
build  up  the  most  prosperous  and  wealthiest  nation  in  the  world. 

Can  it  be'  said  that  we  are  working  in  an  un-American  way  when  we  are 
attempting  to  maintain  the  interests  of  the  greatest  nation  upon  American 
soil?  If  I  know  what  "American"'  means  in  connection  with  this  country,  it 
is  to  use  every  effort  favorable  to  the  maintenance  of  the  standards  of  living, 
the  protection  of  the  natural  resources,  and  of  the  rights  and  duties  of  citizen- 
ship. 

From  the  progress  made  by  our  movement  in  infancy,  we  may  well  be- 
lieve that  the  trivial  and  frivolous  reasons  advanced  by  the  opposition  to  this 
movement  will  be  swept  aside  by  the  recent  tide  of  popular  opinion  favorable 
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to  the  protection  of  the  white  man  in  this  country  from  the  industrial  and 
national  standpoints,  as  well  as  from  the  contamination  wrought  by  associa- 
tion of  alien  races. 

Mr.  Benham  favored  the  resolution  for  the  extension  of  the  work  and 
wished  the  League  every  success. 

T.  R.  Angove:  Friends  and  delegates,  we  have  with  us  to-day  a  friend  of 
our  movement,  who  has  traveled  extensively  throughout  the  Orient,  was 
formerly  a  school  director  in  our  city,  and  for  the  past  few  years  a'  mis- 
sionary  in    the    Hawaiian    Island- — Dr.    McKay.      Dr.    McKay    said    in    part: 

1  never  attended  one  of  your  meeting-,  before,  but  for  years  I  have  been 
interested  in  the  wage  earners  of  San  Francisco.  1  am  also  familiar  with 
industrial  conditions,  and  with  the  workings  of  the  present  city  administra- 
tion, and  its  attitude  towards  the  plain  people.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that 
they  have  not  lived  up  to  their  promises  by  giving  the  people  the  "good 
government"  that   they   have   so  often   talked  about. 

I -believe  this  League  has  had  experience  with  the  present  administration 
on  the  question  of  licensing  Japanese,  which  is  contrary  to  law.  While  ray 
remarks  may  not  meet  with  the  approval  of  some  here,  yet  they  have  a  great 
deal  to  do  with  this  important  question,  and  I  say  to  you  working  men  that 
it  is  your  duty  to  maintain  the  principles  of  your  organization,  regardless  of 
who  represent.-  you,  so  long  as  that  person  represents  the  principles  estab- 
lished by  organized  labor,  and  in  order  to  have  that  protection  on  the  lines 
just  indicated,  it  is  your  undying  duty  to  voice  your  sentiments  in  the 
affirmative  by  the  ballot. 

While  working  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands  I  had  an  excellent  opportunity 
to  learn  something  of  the  methods  employed  by  plantation  owners  (some  of 
whom  are  residents  of  your  city)  in  the  sugar  industry.  In  their  desire  for 
cheap  labor  and  high  dividends,  they  introduced  cheap  Japanese  labor  into 
the  Islands,  and  as  a  result  the  Pacific  Coast-  is  now  reaping  tin-  harvest  of 
the   seed  that   these   few   gentlemen   sowed. 

I  heard  your  Committee  on  Supplies  ask  a  question  as  to  where  the 
supplies  were  coming  from.  Well,  I  want  to  say  that  a  Chicago  linn  has 
its  agents  in  the  Orient  who  are  shipping  starch  and  other  laundry  supplies 
into  Oakland  via  Mexico,  and  this  firm  is  acting  under  orders  from  an  histi 
tution  well  known  for  its  antipathy  towards  Organized  Labor;  I  mean  the 
Citizens'   Alliance. 

It  is  to  be  deplored  that  our  society  women  prefer  to  take  the  Japanese 
into  their  homes  and  educate  them  as  cooks,  with  the  privilege  of  going 
to  school  during  the  day,  rather  than  to  employ  good,  honest,  deserving  while 
girls  and  women;  however,  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  the  great  masses 
of  our  people  will  deliver  a  severe  rebuke  to  that  class  of  people  who  de- 
grade  our  white  domestics  by  employing  the  cheap  Asiatic  coolie  instead. 

Dr.  McKay  is  well  known,  not  only  in  San  Francisco,  but  throughout 
the  United  States.  She  was  at  one  time  School  Inspector  and  Inspector  oi 
Tenement  Houses  in  San  Francisco.  For  many  years  she  was  a  missionary 
in  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  and  during  the  Spanish-American  war  did  efficient 
service  as  surgeon  in  the  Philippines. 

The  President  then  introduced  Delegate  Brandis  ^i  San  Jose.  Mr. 
Brandis  reported  interestingly  on  the  conditions  existing  in  San  Jose  and 
vicinity,  and  said  that  the  Asiatic  Exclusion  League  of  Santa  Clara  County, 
a  branch  of  the  mother  organization  in  San  Francisco,  was  organized  pxi 
manly  for  the  purpose  indicated  by  its  name,  and  since  organization  had 
met   with   great   success. 

Mr.    Brandis   stated  that  before   the   League   was   instituted,   ever)    saloon, 
restaurant  and  lodging  house  in  the  City  of  San  Jose  employed  Japam 
other  Orientals,  but  that   now   there   were   practically   no  Japanese  employed 
in  such  places;  that  white  labor  is  now  most  extensively  use< I  in  the  ranches; 
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that  Chinatown  is  now  almost  a  thing  of  the  past,  the  Japanese  having  invaded 
their   former   place    of    residence,   and    practically    forced    the    Chinese    out. 

Mr.  Brandis  further  remarked:  "We  propose  to  remedy  all  the  evils 
created  by  the  invasion  of  these  peoples  by  replacing  them  with  white  help, 
whether  they  be  American  citizens  or  people  of  foreign  birth.  In  this  object, 
we  solicit  the  co-operation  of  all  persons, — producers,  distributers  and  con- 
sumers. I  agree  with  the  spirit  of  the  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Angove. 
It  is  high  time  that  the  people  of  our  country,  and  particularly  the  Pacific 
Coast,  demand  of  Congress  such  legislation  that  will  protect  us  and  preserve 
our  institutions." 

Mr.  Fleischman  of  the  Cooks'  Association  spoke  briefly  on  the  inroads 
which  the  Orientals  had  made  on  the  white  cooks  and  waiters  after  the  fire, 
but  stated  that  through  agitation  this  had  largely  been  decreased,  and  that  it 
was  to  be  hoped  that  it  would  not  be  long  before  the  proper  sentiment  was 
created,  which  would  prove  essential  to  raise  the  bars  against  these  cheap 
coolies  of  Asia. 

Mr.  J.  Hummell,  representing  the  Tailors,  spoke  in  a  similar  strain  as 
to   his  industry. 

Mr.  J.  Stein,  representing  the  Cleaners  and  Dyers  of  San  Francisco, 
said:  "While  I  cannot  enlighten  the  convention  on  the  subject  of  Japanese 
or  Chinese  other  than  to  state  that  the  cleaning  and  dyeing  establishments 
of  the  city  are  feeling  keenly  the  invasion  of  this  cheap  labor  in  our  industry, 
I  promise  that  the  dyers  and  cleaners  will  help  to  complete  the  good 
work  that  you  have  started,  and  we  also  propose  to  organize  at  the  earliest 
possible  date." 

W.  E.  Terry,  representing  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  as  Or- 
ganizer for  the  Pacific  Coast,  dealt  directly  with  the  wage  earners,  believing 
that  the  boycott  was  the  proper  remedy,  stating  that  the  energies  of  the 
League   should   be   concentrated   in   that   direction. 

W.  R.  Carmack,  representing  the  Grocery  Clerks,  said  that  the  clerks 
were  interested  in  the  movement,  and  would  do  what  they  could  to  promote 
the  cause  of  Exclusion. 

Mr.  Pratt,  of  Oakland,  spoke  briefly  on  the  conditions  ■  in  Oakland, 
Berkeley  and  Alameda,  telling  of  the  large  numbers  of  Japanese  in  that 
vicinity,  and  heartily  endorsing  the  work  of  the  Laundry  League,  and  in 
favor  of  the  resolution. 

Attorney  S.  A.  Reily,  representing  the  League,  spoke  on  the  necessity 
of  publication,  and  could  see  no  reason  why  the  work  could  not  be  carried  on 
in  every  locality  if  the  proper  form  of  organization  was  pursued.  Mr. 
Reily  spoke  of  the  influence  that  the  League  had  on  some  departments  of  the 
city  administration,  particularly  in  the  case  of  the  Sunset  Laundry,  which 
was  now  pending  before  the  courts,  and  which  he  believed  would  result  in  a 
heavy  fine  for  the  Japanese  offender.  Mr.  Reily  admonished  the  delegates  to 
the  convention  to  adhere  closely  to  the  principles  of  their  organization,  and 
continuously  keep  up  the  agitation,  and  by  so  doing  show  our  lawmakers 
that  Exclusionists  were  a  wide  awake  constituency. 

The  Chair:  Friends  and  Delegates,  I  see  we  have  with  us  a  gentleman 
who,  for  many  years  has  been  a  resident  of  this  city  and  who,  in  all  prob- 
ability, will  be  able  to  tell  us  a  great  deal  about  the  Chinese  and  Japanese. 
I   now  call   upon   Mr.    Healy  to   favor  us   with   a   few  remarks. 

Mr.  P.  J.  Healy  said:  I  am  much  obliged  for  an  opportunity  to  make  a 
few  remarks  before  this  audience.  It  is  well  known  that  I  hold  different  views 
from  the  majority  of  the  people  on  this  question.  It  is  an  established  fact  in 
the  minds  of  all  persons  that  we  are  suffering  from  an  economic  wrong,  but 
should  we  blame  the  Asiatic?  In  other  lands  other  peoples  are  blamed.  In 
England  the  English  people  blame  the  Germans  who  come  to  England  and 
work  for  low  wages.  It  is  so  all  over  the  world.  It  is  following  out  a  law 
from   which   none   can   escape   when   a   cheap   man   offers   himself.      Tt   always 
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has  been   so  and  always   will  be  so.     Wherever  there  is  a  demand  there  will 
always  be  a  supply  of  cheap  labor. 

You  say  the  Asiatic  displaces  our  white  workers.  So  do  the  persons  who 
come  from  any  other  country  to  this  country.  When  I  came  to  this  country 
fifty  years  ag"  I  displaced  somebody.  It  is  hut  natural  that  the  eyes  of  the 
world  should  he  directed  towards  this  country.  Here  is  the  greatest  field  for 
exploitation  of  natural  resources.  The  trouble  with  us  here  is  that  the  nat- 
ural resource-  and  the  machines  are  in  the  hands  of  a  few.  These  few  are 
protected  by  law  in  getting  cheap  labor,  and  all  this  is  in  accordance  with 
the  natural  law.  which  cannot  he  repealed  by  statute  laws.  It  is  human  nature 
that  we  get  what  we  desire  in  the  cheapest  market.  You  cannot  avoid  the 
presence  of  cheap  labor.  You  may,  possibly,  to  some  extent  protect  your- 
selves against  Chinese  and  Japanese,  but  if  you  do  you  will  get  the  cheap 
labor  of  Europe. 

The  white  people  seem  to  need  the  menace  of  Asiatic  labor  in  order  that 
they  use  their  utmost  exertions  for  their  own  benefit.  The  people  in  this  part 
of  the  country  do  not  demand  more  wages  except  when  faced  by  Asiatic 
competition.  In  our  present  system  of  industry  it  is  impossible  for  the  la- 
borer to  get  the  product  of  his  toil.  I  had  as  soon  be  competed  into  my 
grave  by  a  Japanese  as  by  any  one  else. 

While  the  natural  resources  are  held  by  a  few  people,  the  margin  of 
leisure  for  the  general  public  is  not  likely  to  be  increased.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  we  have  to  work  just  as  hard  as  we  did  fifty  years  ago,  although  ma- 
chinery is  a  hundred  times  more  productive  than  it  was  at  that  time.  We 
have  been  defrauded  of  our  birthright,  and  equitable  conditions  are  not  de- 
creased by  the  presence  of  the  Japanese  or  other  Asiatics. 

Conditions  in  this  country  are  dependent  very  largely  upon  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  voters.  The  Chinaman  does  not  vote.  The  Japanese  does  not 
vote;  therefore  we  can  place  no  responsibility  upon  them  in  that  regard.  The 
white  man  has  the  political  power  in  this  country.  So  far  as  the  general 
production  of  commodities  in  the  world  is  concerned,  the  Asiatic  will  take 
the  machine  and  produce  the  goods  for  the  world's  market.  Why  not  take 
advantage  of  the  cheap  labor  on  our  own  soil?  We  have  nothing  to  fear 
from  them.  There  are  no  first-class  workmen  among  them.  That  has  been 
proven  in  every  occupation  that  they  have  taken  up. 

Thirty  years  ago  there  was  six  million  dollars  worth  of  shoes  manufac- 
tured in  California  every  year;  now  there  is  less  than  one-third  that  many. 
This  is  due  to  the  competition  of  white  men  in  the  Eastern  States,  and  not 
to  the  presence  of  Chinese  or  Japanese  in  this  State. 

Jt  is  useless  to  urge  the  presence  of  any  persons  as  an  argument  against 
the  Japanese,  because  the  Asiatics  will  compete  the  white  men  out  ot  busi 
ness.  whether  the  Asiatic  is  on  our  soil  or  on  his  own  soil  across  the  Pacific. 

It  is  well  known  by  those  acquainted  with  the  economic  conditions  of 
this  country,  as  well  as  every  other  civilized  country,  that  the  percentage  ol 
labor  used  is  very  much  more  than  it  should  be  for  the  sustaining  of  the  peo- 
ple. This  question  is  not  to  be  solved  by  any  attempts  to  eliminate  ininu 
gration  of  a  particular  kind.  When  it  is  solved  it  will  he  by  a  change  in  the 
economic  system. 

Mr.  Benham  of  the  Asiatic  Exclusion  League,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Healy's 
remarks,  spoke  as  follows: 

We  all  know  that  the  cheap  man  forces  himself  in  wherever  he  can.  It 
it  is  a  proper  and  reasonable  effort  by  the  English,  in  their  <>\\n  behalf, 
against  the  cheap  labor  of  unassimilable  white  men  in  that  country,  is  it  nol 
much  more  our  duty  to  protect  our  own  people  in  this  country  againsl  the 
incursions  of  cheap  and  unassimilable  people" 

Mr.  Healy  says  wdien  he  came  here  lie  displaced  some  man.  At  the 
time  he  came  here  the  natural  resources  were  in  such  condition  that  they 
were  available  for  every  man   of  intelligence   and   enterprise.      1  lie   incomm 

21 


of  European  immigrants  at  that  time  was  what  made  possible  the  develop- 
ment of  this  country  which  we  now  enjoy.  The  men  that  came  from  Europe 
and  are  now  coming  from  Europe,  are  those  that  can  be  absorbed  into  the 
body  politic,  are  cognizant  of  our  laws,  soon  become  acquainted  with  our 
customs  and  become  a  part  of  our  own  people.  They  thus  establish  relations 
between  themselves  and  others  who  were  on  this  soil  when  they  came — rela- 
tions which  cannot  be  duplicated  or  imitated  with  any  degree  of  success  by 
Asiatic  immigrants. 

The  Asiatic  is  separated  from  us  by  racial  and  social  characteristics.  He 
is  barred  from  participation  in  public  affairs  by  the  laws  of  the  land. 

The  fact  that  the  natural  resources  of  this  country  are  rich  and  produc- 
tive affords  no  excuse  for  their  being  turned  over  to  incoming  peoples  of  an 
undesirable  character,  and  the  introduction  of  cheap  labor  is  more  likely  to 
assist  in  the  concentration  of  ownership  of  natural  resources  in  the  machinery 
of  production  in  the  hands  of  the  iew. 

The  question  of  the  operation  of  Natural  Law  is  one  of  the  most  abstruse 
which  can  be  brought  into  a  public  discussion.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that 
the  statement  that  "natural  law  cannot  be  repealed  by  statute  law"  is  at 
least  misleading. 

Under  the  laws  of  nature,  man,  at  best,  lived  in  caves  and  was  clothed 
with  the  skins  of  wild  animals;  through  the  establishment  of  man-made  laws, 
man  lives  in  houses,  and  society  protects  him  in  that  form  of  residence.  He 
is  clothed  according  to  the  customs  of  the  times,  from  which  he  may  not 
very  considerably  depart  without  calling  the  law  down  on  his  head.  The 
whole  progress  of  mankind  has  been  dependent  upon  the  defeat  of  natural 
laws  and  the  upbuilding  of  artificial  arrangements,  habits,  customs,  usages 
and  laws  in  society.  It  is  human  nature  to  get  the  things  needed  with  the 
least  possible  exertion.  The  law  of  self-preservation  is  the  first  law  of  nature, 
and  in  that  respect  is  strongly  in  evidence  in  every  form  of  social  life. 

It  is  for  the  reason  that  the  white  people  desire  to  preserve  their  interest 
in  this  country  that  they  are  opposed  to  the  incoming  of  Asiatics. 

The  competition  of  the  Asiatics  will  send  many  of  our  working  people 
to  their  competitive  graves,  and  the  movement  in  that  direction  will  be  ac- 
celerated by  any  neglect  on  our  part  for  our  own  protection  and  self-preserva- 
tion on  our  own  soil.  Whatever  progress  the  white  race  has  made  in  this 
world  has  been  the  only  progress  worthy  of  consideration  for  thousands  of 
years.  That  progress  has  been  made  only  where  the  presence  of  leisure  was 
known.  The  margin  of  leisure  in  society,  to  a  great  extent,  regulates  the  in- 
tellectual and  physical  condition  of  the  people.  Through  their  intelligent 
action  and  organization  the  working  people  in  civilized  countries  have  con- 
siderably added  to  their  leisure.  The  introduction  or  toleration  of  cheap 
and  servile  labor  has  only  a  tendency  to  make  it  more  difficult  for  wealth- 
producers  to  gain  for  themselves  the  leisure  necessary  for  their  advancement. 

Can  anyone  believe  the  statement  that  it  is  necessary  to  have  Asiatic 
labor  in  order  that  the  white  man's  enterprise  be  aroused?  No  more  enter- 
prising or  industrious  people  ever  existed  in  the  world  than  the  people  who 
settled  on  this  soil  during  the  early  history  of  this  country.  Are  we  to  be- 
lieve the  colonists  resisted  Great  Britain  because  of  some  peculiar  influence 
of  Asiatics  or  other  cheap  labor?  The  fact  that  the  Asiatic  cannot  vote  in 
this  country  is  an  argument  against  his  presence  instead  of  in  favor  of  it. 
Because  by  the  establishment  of  an  unassimilable  and  non-political  element 
in  our  midst,  we  are  laying  the  foundation  of  the  establishment  of  a  perma- 
nent caste  distinction,  and  the  maintenance  of  a  servile  class.  And  this  will 
establish  wide  race  differences. 

Unquestionably,  capitalists,  either  white  man  or  Oriental,  will  continue 
the  establishing  of  manufacturing  industries  in  the  Orient.  It  will  be  our 
duty  to  protect  ourselves  as  well  against  the  products  of  that  labor  on  other 
soil,  as  against  the  presence  and  production  of  Asiatic  labor  upon  our  own  soil. 

If  there  be  any  reason  or  argument  favorable  to  the  presence  of  Asiatics 
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on  this  soil,  none   have  ever  been   advanced,  except  in  the  interest  of  sicklv 
sentimentalists,    great    transportation    companies    and    those    who    desire    the 
establishment  of  a   reservoir  of   cheap  labor  in  this  country  for  the  benefit 
of  a  few  capitalists,  and  detrimental  to  the  great  mass  of  our  people. 
On  motion,  the  report  of  the  committee  was  unanimously  adopted. 

«K*9hair  aPPoi"ted   the  following  special   Committee  on   Organization: 
W.  Warner,  II.  Dubecker  and  Jas.  Chironi,  of  Sacramento 
H    A     McKenna,   Chas.   Southgate  and  Jno.   F.   Mechlin,  of  San  Jose 
Phoebe  Smith,  of  Palo  Alto. 
A.  S.  Edwards,  of  San  Rafael. 
Mr.  Thorn,  of  Stockton. 
Roy  Hoffman,  of  Oxnard. 
C.    M.   White,   of   Reno. 

Geo.  Krimphoff.  D.  J.  Gorman,  J.  Fitzgerald  and  E.  A.  Sprague.  of  San 
Francisco. 

The  Chair:  I  now  call  upon  Delegate  Anderson  to  render  the  report  of 
the  Finance  Committee. 

Delegate  Anderson:  Mr.  Chairman,  and  Delegates  to  the  Convention: — 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  report  of  your  Finance  Committee,  and  in  so 
doing  desire  to  state  that  the  expenses  of  this  meeting  will  amount  to  $124.99, 
and  inasmuch  as  the  San  Francisco  League  stood  the  expense  of  the  conven- 
tion last  winter,  which  was  much  heavier,  we  recommend  for  your  favorable 
consideration  that  a  just  proportion  of  the  expense  of  this  convention  be 
apportioned  to  each  branch  League,  and  that  the  same  be  based  on  the  pro 
rata  of  laundries  in  their  respective  localities. 

On  motion,  unanimously  concurred  in  by  the  convention,  the  report  of 
the  Finance  Committee,  together  with  the  recommendations  therein  con- 
tained, were  adopted. 

Delegate  Anderson:  Mr.  Chairman,  in  passing  Resolution  No.  8  I  noticed 
that  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  League  to  visit  localities  where  agitation  and 
assistance  are  needed  for  the  purpose  of  extending  our  organization.  This 
kind  of  work  takes  money  and  takes  time,  and  in  my  opinion  some  provisions 
ought  to  be  made  for  meeting  such  expenses.  I  merely  speak  of  this  so  that 
it  may  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  convention,  and  I  trust  some  action 
will  be  taken  to  insure   this  much   needed  future  expense. 

The  Chair:  I  want  to  say.  Delegate  Anderson,  and  delegates  to  the  con- 
vention, that  inasmuch  as  the  Committee  on  Organization,  which  I  have  just 
appointed,  is  quite  a  large  one,  I  believe  they,  in  conjunction  with  the  Finance 
Committee,  will  be  able  to  devise  way  and  means  for  raising  the  necessary 
funds  for  such  purposes,  and  if  there  are  no  objections  that  matter  will  be 
referred  to  those  committees. 

Delegate  Angove:  Mr.  Chairman.  It  is  now  near  the  hour  of  adjourn- 
ment, and  I  believe  some  action  should  be  taken  in  reference  to  the  holding  of 
future  conventions,  and  therefore  move  you  that  the  time  and  place  of  the 
next  convention  be  referred  to  the  executive  officers  of  the  Const  League, 
The  motion  was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  Chair:  Delegates,  Friends,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Con- 
vention: I  desire  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation  and  thanks  for  your 
presence  here  this  afternoon,  and  desire  also  to  thank  the  officers  and 
members  for  their  loyalty  and  support,  which  has  made  the  work  a  pleasant 
task,  and  undoubtedly  the  success  of  the  Anti-Jap  Laundry  League  ol  tin- 
Pacific   Coast. 

On  motion,  the  convention  adjourned  sine  die,  at  the  hour  of  live  0  clock 
and   forty-five   minutes   p.   m.,   Sunday,   May  9.    1909,   the   delegates    rising   to 
their  feet,  expressing  congratulations  and   well   wishes,  and  departed. 
Respectfully   submitted, 

R.  J.   SULSBFRG.  Secretary-Treasurer. 
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